
ROCK CARVINGS AT KUDOPI –NORTH OF GOA – 22 

(16o16’28.5”N 73o.31’43.42”E)     Elevation:  120 feet. 

 

 In 2002, Satish Lalit, a 52-year-old trekker and rock art enthusiast, discovered a petroglyphic site 

on the top of a plateau in the village of Kudopi, District of Sindhudurg in the State of Maharashtra.
1
 This 

is another major find in the last 25 years, after Ratnagiri and Sanguem, Goa, along the Konkan Coast. 

Kudopi, located just north of Goa and separated from Usgalimal by about 150 km, offers over 60 

high quality unique petroglyphs, not seen elsewhere. Although significantly different from those in Goa, 

the carvings may be just as old or older. Due to their proximity, it is highly probable that there was 

contact between the two communities during religious and seasonal festivals.  

             
     Fig 1. Following the guide to site on the top of the grassy-rocky plateau             Fig. 2   Mother Goddess 
 

            
    Fig. 3      Eagle inside the frame measured 33’x7.5’                            Fig. 4   Goddess    Fig. 5              Bird Footprints? 
 

        The carvings encompass mother goddesses and several wild animals, such as, tigers, armadillo (sp.), 

elephants, several species of fish, some of which are shown in figs. 8-11. Unlike Usgalimal, there are 

neither horned animals - like cattle and deer - nor recognizable carvings of reptiles. Although the plateau 

appeared to be an ideal pasture field, there were no domestic animals seen grazing at the time. There were 

also no recognizable weapons of war, hunting scenes, wheels, horses or carts as in Usgalimal.  

The presence of a spiral (fig.12) but not of a labyrinth, and the exotic indescribable petroglyphs, 

like, figs.5, 6 and 7 make it a very unique site. Figs. 6 and 7 and the eagle (seen in flags of several 

nations) are typical of emblems that define a community, a nation and its ideals – attributes of nobility 

and a ruling race.   



       
    Fig. 6                 Emblem ?                                                                Fig. 7                       Emblem ? 

              
  Fig. 8                     Tiger                              Fig. 9                      Armadillo ?   
       

       
   Fig. 10                                Fish                                                Fig. 11                             Elephant 
 

                           
   Fig. 12                          Spiral                                                                           Fig. 13 Four-toed Big Foot                        



                   
 

Fig. 14              Hand axe                                                              Fig 15            Reverse of the same   (14cm x 8cm) 
 

A well-used hand axe
2 

of the Acheulean type, seen in figs.14-15, was found at the foot of the hill 

to the entrance
3
 of the unmarked trail to the top, close to the only road passing through the Kudopi 

village.                    

                        Fig. 16  Prehistoric alphabet? 
 

The carvings in fig 16 appear to be the initials or the signature of the artist/carver. If, after 

further studies, it bears out to be so, this would be an early attempt to communicate in writing, 

and the region of an enlightened society. The resemblance of these engravings to Phoenician, 

Egyptian, Brahmi, or some South Semitic alphabet is remarkable. 
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2. Gifted to the Pilar Museum. The remote unexplored Kudopi site can be a rich source of more artefacts 
3. Coordinates at the trail entrance: 16o 16’ 73o31’.  Elevation:  96 feet.  
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